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 gender
of  accused are examined  as well  as differences  in  maternal  and  paternal  “licides  by  the
gender  and  age of  the  victim,  the  age and  marital  status  of  the  accused, type  of  parental
relationship,  cause of  death,  motive,  history  of  family  violence,  and  clearance  status.  Results
show  that  there  are signi“cant  differences  in  “licides  by  mothers  and  fathers.  Five possible
emerging  trends  were  identi“ed:  an increasing  gender  gap in  accused, increasing  presence
of  relationship  breakdown,  growing  number  of  cases involving  stepfathers  and  a prior  his-
tory  of  family  violence,  and  declines  in  accused who  committed  suicide.  Implications  of
these  trends  for  interventions  and  prevention  are discussed  and  future  research  priorities
highlighted.

©  2015  Elsevier  Ltd.  All  rights  reserved.

Introduction

The intentional  killing  of  a child  prompts  reactions  of  shock  and  horror  from  most  members  of  society,  a situation  that
is greatly  exacerbated  when  the  accused is the  child•s  father  or  mother.  In  Westernized  societies,  the  majority  of  child
homicide  victims  are killed  
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can help  shed  light  on  the  viability  of  these  explanations  in  accounting  for  this  form  of  murderŽ  (Silverman  & Kennedy,  1988 ,
p. 114).

The  Current  Study

Data  Source and Sample

The primary  data  examined  in  this  study  were  drawn  from  Statistics  Canada•s annual  Homicide  Survey  that  has collected
information  on  homicide  incidents,  victims,  and  accused persons  since  1961.  Police  departments  across the  country  are
mandated  to  complete  a survey  questionnaire  
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Table  1
Time  period,  region,  and  socio-demographic  characteristics  of  “licides  by  gender  of  the  accused, Canada, 1961…2011 (N = 1,612).

Total  sample  Male  accused Female  accused df  �2

N % N % N %

1612  100  919  57  693  43
Time  period  4 18.9**

1961…1973 286  18  143  50  143  50
1974…1983 382  24  200  52  182  48
1984…1993 375  23  216  58  159  42
1994…2003 385  24  248  64  137  36
2004…2011 184  11  112  61  72  39

Region  5 8.1
Atlantic  109  7 63  58  46  42
Quebec 459  28  251  55  208  45
Ontario  535  33  296  55  239  45
Prairies  307  19  194  63  113  37
British  Columbia  190  12  106  52  84  44
Territories  12  … 9 75  3 25

Age  of  accused  5 127.8 ***

Under  18  years 53  3 4 8 49  92
18…24 years  369  23  180  49  189  51
25…34 years  626  39  336  54  290  46
35…44 years  393  24  259  66  134  34
45…54 years  141  9 117  83  24  17
55  years  and  older 22  1 20  91  2 9

Marital  status  of  accused  2 127.6 ***

Single/never  married  206  13  43  21  163  79
Married a

years

36 years36years *** Marital Marital Marital Marital

25married

 

married
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Chart  2. Percent  divorced/separated  at  time  of  “licide  by  accused gender.
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Table  2
Incident  characteristics  and  case outcomes  in  “licide  cases by  gender  of  the  accused, Canada, 1961…2011 (N = 1,612).

Total  sample  Male  accused Female  accused df  �2

N % N % N %

1,612  100  919  57  693  
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Chart  4. Percent  “licides  with  history  of  family  violence  by  accused gender.
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Chart  5. Percent  “licides  cleared  by  suicide  by  accused gender.
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the  risk  of  maternal  “licide.  This  latter  explanation  is only  partially  supported  by  Hunnicutt  (2007)  who  demonstrated  that
absolute  female  economic  status  was  positively  associated  with  infant  and  child  homicide  in  urban,  but  not  rural  areas. Fur-
ther  examination  of  these  and  other  explanations  are required  and,  in  particular,  the  urban/rural  dimension  as highlighted
by  Hunnicutt  (2007)  should  be part  of  these  investigations.  Recall  that  results  above  showed  that  the  proportion  of  male
accused compared  to  female  accused was  much  greater  in  the  Prairie  provinces  and  the  Territories.  These regions  of  the
country  have  high  rural  populations.  Regardless of  the  source  of  the  growing  gender  gap, its  existence  underscores  repeated
calls  for  research  on  paternal  “licides  that  could  contribute  to  our  understanding  of  these  events,  and  how  they  differ  (or
not)  from  maternal  “licides.

Increasing  proportion  of accused experiencing  relationship  breakdown . Almost  70% of  “licide  accused were  married  at  the
time  of  the  incident;  however,  an examination  of  patterns  over  time  demonstrated  that  the  proportion  of  accused divorced,
separated  or  widowed  has increased  in  recent  years.  For male  accused, this  marital  category  increased  from  16…18% to
22…25% and,  for  female  accused, from  11% to  21…22%. It  could  be that  the  proportion  of  men  and  women  in  this  relationship
category  has increased  in  the  general  population  thereby  increasing  the  numbers  at  risk.  Peaks in  the  divorce  rate  in  Canada
occurred  in  1968  and  1985  following  changes  in  divorce  legislation,  but  have  remain  stable  since  the  late  1990s.  These
patterns  capture  the  termination  of  legal  marriages  only,  however,  and  not  that  of  common-law  unions  which  have  been
on  the  rise  (Milan,  Keown,  & Urquijo,  2011 ). As such,  it  is  dif“cult  to  accurately  assess whether  or  not  this  “nding  re”ects
an actual  increase  in  “licidal  perpetrators  or  a function  of  an increase  in  those  at  risk.

Alternatively,  it  may  be that  “licides  are increasingly  occurring  as a result  of  marital  breakdown  and,  particularly,  sep-
aration  and  estrangement  that  often  involve  custody  and  access disputes.  This  explanation  is supported  by  the  results  of
the  current  study  as well  as research  that  “licidal  fathers  are more  often  motivated  by  revenge  and/or  jealousy.  Further,  
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types  of  homicide,  although  it  remains  more  frequent  for  male  than  female  accused. Examining  patterns  over  time,  the  like-
lihood  of  an accused committing  suicide  following  the  “licide  appears  to  be decreasing,  similar  to  trends  elsewhere  (Sturup
& Granath,  2014 ). Some historical  research  on  infanticides  suggests  that  “licide-suicides  may  have  been  declining  for  some
time  
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